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THIS  famous  monument,  the 
supreme  example  of  its  class 
in  Great  Britain,  is  situated  about 
three-eighths  of  a  mile  from  the 
south-eastern  end  of  the  Loch  of 
Harray,  which  here  communicates 
with  the  Loch  of  Stenness  by  a 
narrow  channel  spanned  by  the 
Bridge  of  Brodgar.  It  stands 
some  40  to  50  feet  above  the 
Lochs,  overlooking  the  remark- 
able assemblage  of  prehistoric 
structures  crowded  together  in 
this  area. 

In  outward  appearance  it  is  a 
great,  green,  cone-shaped  mound 
some  24  feet  high  and  115  feet 
in  diameter  at  the  base,  differing 
only  in  size  and  symmetry  from 
some  other  chambered  mounds  in 
Orkney.  There  is,  however,  good 
reason  to  believe  that,  were  its  sur- 
face stripped  of  soil  and  turf,  there 
would  be  revealed  a  dry-stone 
building  constructed  with  care 
and  great  skill.  It  is  surrounded, 
at  a  distance  of  from  50  to  70 
feet  from  its  base,  by  a  broad 
ditch,  averaging  45  feet  in  width 
and  6  feet  in  greatest  depth.  It 
has  been  calculated  that  the  upcast 
from  this  ditch  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  furnish  a  covering  of 
earth  for  the  stone  structure  it 
encloses,  but  it  is  possible  that 
the  building  was  originally  left 
exposed  and  that  nature  has  pro- 
vided the  covering.    The  crumb- 
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ling  of  the  stonework  under  the 
influence  of  the  weather  would 
soon  fill  the  crevices  with  soil  in 
which  the  seeds  of  grasses  would 
by  and  by  sow  themselves,  and 
a  mantle  of  turf  would  thus 
eventually  be  formed. 

The  entrance  to  the  interior  is 
on  the  south-western  side  of  the 
mound  and  opens  into  a  passage, 
now  36  feet  6  inches  in  length, 
restored  at  the  outer  end,  but 
everywhere  else  original.  At  a 
distance  inwards  of  6  feet  6  inches 
there  are  door-checks  on  either 
side,  and  within  these  a  downward 
step  of  7!  inches.  At  this  point 
the  passage  has  a  height  of  4  feet 
6  inches  and  a  width  of  3  feet. 
Inwards  from  the  step  the  floor 
slopes  imperceptibly  upwards, 
the  total  rise  being  less  than  a 
foot  in  the  whole  length.  For  a 
distance  of  8  feet  from  the  door- 
checks,  the  lower  parts  of  which 
are  built  with  upright  jambs, 
the  sides  of  the  passage  are  con- 
structed of  irregularly  coursed 
masonry,  but  thereafter  the  walls 
and  the  roof  are  formed  of  single 
slabs  averaging  18  feet  6  inches 
long,  4  feet  4  inches  wide,  and  7 
inches  thick,  the  effect  being  that 
of  a  great  rectangular  box.  In  all 
probability  the  floor  was  also  a 
monolith,  but  owing  to  fractures 
it  is  impossible  to  be  certain  of 
this.      The    long    slab    on    the 


29 


I 


- 


entertainments  •  golden   sands  •  beautiful   scenery 


e 


M*£  ^^ 


<*— «--T^ 


L 


,|K2 


AncientMonumcnts&Htetoric 
BuiUin^Mnistryof^SrJcs 


GASTLE 


- 


Official  Guide 


Price  One  Shilling 


X-DA870        lyfl 


/ 


4 


THE 
OFFICIAL 

GUIDE 


SIXPENCE 


!   ; 


HBIBHDiKBBH 


■-;v^ 


■  ■■-'■■*■ 


*#'■ 


&T.-4 

S    J,     ^DUMFRIESSHIRE 

HP 

tfjij-  |H 

Price  6d. 

-/.  ^MJij^^^Sy^W--- 


Saw 


•  ■'     . -~- 

■ 

* 

• 

OFtlCI 

frfSaflBfc 


Isti^Jl^sKf^'MSft/ 


■[^^■^■"^BBfT  1 

!                  f  '  '                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                ''"  ■  ' 

pKL3.!*   1 

1              AncientMonumente&Historic          1 

1              Builckngd-Min'^t^af^rJcs         I 

B                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            ■     M 

j   s 

CASTLE         1 

|      CAMPBELL       1 

B       CLACKMANNANSHIRE        I 

Official  Gui  ck                   t 

u            -^    -J 

H                  Price  One  Shilling                 H 

^^^^^^^^^■^^■^■^H 


WHITBURN 

West  Lothian 


-  •    '  r 


5     APR 

Copy 


"N&omWS^ 


T/ie  Official  Guide 


PRICE    SIXPENCE 


'■■ 

h  *  ■  ■■ 


",m*A 


^f^^ 


X-DA    870 


l(o 


ILLUSTRATED  £  DESCRIPTIVE 


AND    DISTRICT 


2 


L 


i        A  MEARNS    PUBLICATION 


r 


Ml 


X-nAA7fi 


ssii 


mmmm 

m:mm 


JON  2. 6  1958 

BURGH  OF  MARKING 

FIFE 


H 


I 


_ 


c 


I 


I 


™0       1P«  2^1356 


BURG 

OF 


MILNGAVIE 


^fl£ 


GLASGOW   WATERWORKS 

[Photo  by  Valentine,  Dundee) 


PRICE     SIXPENCE 


- 


■ 


Burgh  of 


X-D  A    87 


m^^y-': 


k3 


•  Monanee 


Fife 


•*!  »ld 


L 


ADTIH1IN 


ILLUSTRATED 


© 


GUIDE 


y 


-  0A^7 


Tp!T^95ir 


--» 


a  U  M  NOC 

A  Y  R  S  H  I  R  E        -^Xb 


III  111 


I 


X-uft    870 


A  BEACON  OF  THE  NORTH 


KINNAIRD  HEAD  LIGHTHOUSE 


■:.-  * 


Official  Guide 


COUNTY    OF  SUTHERLAND 


Scotland 


m"  yx  ""m 


L 


L 


IE=4 


N 


N 


pi 


& 


Ci 


CD 


cr 


c- 


jmssaK.- 


■    •- 


CJi! 


6 
> 

00 


X-DA87C 


-      *  v'-W  i, 


1957 


Co** 


BANCHO 


-«fe   4, 


%  * 


'.- 


^w: 


£^i 


•**??. 


&/ 


>if  *-* 


^P^*m>V* 


#^;  -5 


-3r»5 


* 


.%*!« 


"TBiSSSP 


JfQfsiL   Titfr.  tiitotf$iioiu:^ 


GATE  WA  Y 


-*w> 


T  O 


mkm 


ROYAL 


D  E  E  S  I  D  E 


KSCIkSsE^kI 


'■*-■■■■ 


fiTTfw' 


«t*!*ffi3i 


»aE*«S*ffl^2E3W?M 


SK»QKS13«K6 


si 


iHH 


& 


L 


i 


#33 


:  *-  ^^V*.  >*"'.>»    * 


DUNDEE 


BY-THE  -SE  A 


THE       BROUGHTY      FERRY       BROCHURE 


L 


L 


JUL  24  1957 


f-opy- 


L 


■■^^^^■■■M 


■■yHiHI^^^^^^HHi 


O^icial  Guide 


COUNTY  OF  SUTHERLAND      -      Scotland 


8/6 


Illustrated  Guide  Book 


^-unty  of  Sutherland  ■  3/6  -  Illustrated  Guide  Bool 


Turriff 

ABERDEENSHIRE 


OFFICIAL     GUIDE 


BURGH 


MILNGAVIE 


X-^mo 


f* 


•' 


:t 


■ 


c 


i 


DUMBARTON 

CASTLE 


Ministry  of  Works  Official  Guide-book 


L 


EDINBURGH    CASTLE 


THE  PALACE  OF 

HOLYROODHOUSE 


L 


STE 


X  -  XW  870 


WART  ON 

AYRSHIRE 


■a 

%. 


f  -• 


ifficial  Guide      -      COUNTY  OF  SUTHERLAND 


Scotland 


"il/z/Mlb^XMIi// \,ilK  \ 


/ 


>M)(Wno 
^   ROYAL  BURGH   OF  (5-, 

CAMPBELTOWN 


L 


THE  OFFICIAL  GUIDE 

PRICE       l/- 


I 


c 


ItDhsib 


JAN  22  TM 


#53 


GREENOCK 


OFFICIAL  GUIDE 


PRICE  26 


JtmHlSTOMe  TRADITION... 


\0i 


mm 


TERIBUS  YE  TERI  ODIN 


rf:  '■'-'•■' 


msm:u 


i 


1 


OFFICIAL 
UIDE 


X 


c 


>  -  1959 


0 

^5(o 


OFFICIAL  GUIDE 


— 


L 


ROYAL   BURGH  OF    #57 

ERMUCHTY 


V1AR  2  3  1960 


Price  9d. 


THt   CROSS 


OFFICIAL  GUIDE 


Midlothian 

Price  9d. 


L 


NOV  17  1960 


TSOY 


••■Xf    ".--*.' 


7HJ 

OFFICIAL  GUIDE 


Ledinburgii 


CASTLE*^0 


c 


X~P/\870 
#61 


ROXBURGH 


•    ■  ■**  s<sr£&^M 

&&3 

f  "  -*   .  *H 

•    **  1 

*  1 

NOV  i?  im 


WIGTOWNSHIRE 

COUNTY  GUIDE 


rkr*rs*m     nmitA     rtwvv  ■»  »»t^--. 


